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said : " Please remember that we have here no King or
Queen or Kaiser to confer honours upon the deserving
artist or the great author. Remember that to the writer
and the artist your praise and appreciation is his sunlight,
and that the only place in this land in which he may hope
to dwell after he is dead is in your hearts."

In another address before leaving the Pacific Coast, he
said: "I would I could lay aside my strenuous occupa-
tion and dwell amidst your orange groves and balmy
valleys. But, like the Wandering Jew, I am forced on-
ward, never resting, from one place to another, with my
pack on my back and my wander staff in my hand."

In returning his thanks to the public for their apprecia-
tion he sounded the note of farewell throughout this win-
ter, "I shall act for you only a little longer," he said.
"I hope I have earned a rest."

The words of his physicians evidently preyed upon his
mind, and in February he placed a definite limit on his
public life with the announcement that after three more
years he would retire from the stage. Few knew the
motive for this determination, but it was founded on that
letter, and it was his compromise between immediate
surrender and inevitable martyrdom.

"I have never until this moment made known my pur-
pose to abandon my profession, at least active campaign-
ing in it," he said, "For many years I have expended
all my physical and intellectual energies on my stage
work. My endurance is gradually weakening under the
strain. There is no prqspect of anything resembling
rest unless I drop the work entirely. This I shall do
after completing three more tours. This will leave me
to begin the year 1910 in my own way.
"I have no fault to find with the public. Far fromhim. However, in concluding his address at the Uni-
